[Oesophageal Atresia - from the Challenge in Prenatal Medicine until Surgical Care].
Oesophageal atresia causes a dysplasia of the oesophagus with or without a connection to the adjoining trachea. Prenatal ultrasound results are not specific enough to confirm a suspected diagnosis. In addition to polyhydramnios and a small or absent stomach, the so-called "pouch sign" reinforces the suspected diagnosis. An MRI increases the prenatal detection rate. Due to the lack of reliable sonografic markers, ultrasonic testing is advised during pregnancy. Particularly, further causes for the polyhydramnios should be categorically excluded. Postnatally, children present with classic symptoms. Surgical treatment results in a very high quality of life and a very good prognosis. Nevertheless lifelong monitoring and follow-up of the patient is required.